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Geographical Education Approach to the Natural Environment
and Human Life Area in the 2022 Revised Social Studies
Curriculum: Focusing on Urban Stream Burial and Restoration*
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Abstract : Understanding human modifications of river environment requires an integrated perspective and
forms the basis for fostering ecological citizenship. This study reviews how the social studies curriculum revised
in 2022 addresses changes in river environments induced by human and their environmental impacts across
different school levels. Additionally, this study explores the applicability of such content to geography teaching
and learning. In both the high school subjects of "Integrated Social Studies; and ‘Inquiry into Korean Geography.,
culverted rivers can be used to illustrate anthropocentrism and urbanization-induced changes in the environment,
respectively. To enhance students’ understanding of the concept of ‘culverting’ and help them to infer its impact
on rivers, it is proposed to provide simplified cross-sectional diagrams of culverted rivers that depict both surface
and subsurface features simultaneously, rather than relying solely on visual materials such as aerial photographs.
Furthermore, this study suggests an inquiry-based activity that begins by identifying the presence of rivers on
the map, leading to an integrated analysis of changes in river environments. The findings of this study are
expected to be utilized as teaching and learning materials and references in geography education classes.
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